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18 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Re: Year 11 Examinations Update (0083-20SRA) 

We are writing to you as we are aware the latest announcement from the government may have 

caused confusion and upset to your child and yourself as parents / carers. We felt it was a good time 

to provide you with as much information as possible regarding examinations in summer 2021 and to 

keep you updated about school events that are scheduled to take place over the coming weeks and 

months. 

 

You will have heard conflicting stories surrounding the GCSE Examinations with the government 

recently announcing that the ‘GCSE exams will not go ahead as planned’. At present, we do not 

have specific details about how pupils will be assessed however, the advice is that all work that is 

currently being undertaken, as part of the Blended Learning, should be completed to the best of your 

child’s ability. This is to ensure syllabuses can continue to be delivered and key skills in each subject 

can be developed, which will be required as pupils transition to work, college or an apprenticeship 

 

On Wednesday 6th January 2021, Simon Lebus, Interim Chief Regulator of Ofqual stated: 

 

‘We know that this is a difficult time for pupils, their parents and carers, teachers and trainers. 

Our message to pupils is this: please continue to engage as fully as you can in your 

education. That will be online for the majority of pupils, or face-to-face for those pupils still 

going into their school, college or training provider. This will put you in the best position, 

whatever arrangements are made for your qualifications. It’s important that teachers and 

pupils can focus on the knowledge and skills needed to equip pupils to progress to the next 

stage, whatever form that might take – whether to college, an apprenticeship, university or 

employment.’ 

 GCSE exams will not go ahead as planned – Ofqual to launch an official consultation w/c 
Monday 18th January 2021 to gather feedback from schools on how best to proceed. The 
feedback from this consultation is not expected to be released until February 2021.  

 The advice is that all work currently being undertaken, as part of the Blended Learning, 
should be completed to the best of pupils’ ability. Year 11 must remain focussed and try 
their best with any tasks set both in school and at home. 

 Mock examinations are provisionally calendared to take place in March. However, the date 
is dependent on the national picture. Pupils should continue to prepare for the Mock 
Examinations.  

 Vocational Qualifications will form part of the consultation by Ofqual, and as it stands 
these examinations will now be cancelled in summer. 

 Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place at a later date, when we have more clarity and 
information to be able to discuss in detail the next steps for pupils. Once a date is a 
confirmed, parents / carers will be notified. 



 

 

‘The way ahead is not straightforward: exams and standardised assessments are the fairest 

way of determining what a pupil knows and can do. We need to consider a wide range of 

qualifications – from A levels and GCSEs to many different vocational and technical 

qualifications – and the solution won’t be the same for all. Following the government’s 

announcement on Monday evening, we also need to consider how alternative arrangements 

will work for different pupils, including those who are independent learners. We are 

discussing alternative arrangements with the Department for Education. We know that many 

are seeking clarity as soon as possible. We will provide further updates as soon as we can.’ 

 

Ofqual will be launching an official consultation in the week beginning Monday 18th January 2021 to 

gather feedback from schools on how best to proceed.  The feedback from this consultation is not 

expected to be released until February 2021. 

 

The message to Year 11 is clear. Regardless of what the assessments will look like, pupils must 

remain focussed and try their very best with any tasks set both in school and at home; prepare 

thoroughly for any school examinations and assessments and display a positive attitude towards 

remote learning and school upon return. 

 

Classwork, remote learning work and any school-based examinations and assessments may all be 

used as evidence towards final grades. If your child is worried about results of prior in-class 

assessments, there is still time for pupils to make improvements, secure subject knowledge and 

continue to produce excellent classwork, which will be acknowledged by teachers when making 

judgements with regard to final grades. By pupils continuing their learning journey in all chosen 

subjects, pupils can only strengthen their position as they move towards their post 16 destination. 

 

Remote Learning Guidance for pupils and their parents / carers can be found: 

https://longfield.swiftacademies.org.uk/remote-learning-guidance/  

 

As soon as we have any further information to share with you, we will be in touch about how grades 

will be awarded this summer. 

 

Mock Examinations 

 

Mock examinations are still calendared to take place in March. We want to be able to ensure pupils 

have a period of face to face contact time after February half term in the classroom before we ask 

them to sit the Mock Examination or Assessment. However, this is a provisional date and dependant 

on the national picture and the date pupils actually return to school.  Your child should continue to 

prepare for the Mock Examinations at this point in time. 

Parents Evening 

Parents’ Evening was calendared to take place on Monday 4th January 2021. Given where we are 

at currently, we took the decision to reschedule this Parents’ Evening to a later date, when we have 

more clarity and information to be able to discuss in detail the next steps for your child for the 

remainder of this academic year. We will, of course, be in touch as soon as we have a confirmed 

date for the Parents’ Evening to take place. 

Vocational Qualification Update 

 

The Vocational Qualification picture is ever-changing.  At present, we know that Vocational 

Qualifications will form part of the consultation by Ofqual and as it stands, these examinations will 

now be cancelled in the summer.  Again, we are not sure of the route that will be taken in order to 

calculate a grade for pupils taking these qualifications. 

https://longfield.swiftacademies.org.uk/remote-learning-guidance/


 

 

If you have any queries or concerns with regards to the content of this letter, please do not hesitate 

to contact Mr S Rawle and/or Mr K Thompson via main reception or by email 

enquiries@longfield.swiftacademies.org.uk  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

Mr S Rawle 

Assistant Headteacher 
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